
Opening Prayer: Saint Bernard’s Prayer to the Immaculate Heart
In the Immaculate 
 Heart of Mary, I Trust
Look to the Star
Call upon Mary!

In danger, in difficulty
or in doubt,
think of Mary,
call upon Mary,
Keep her name on 
 your lips,
Never let it pass out
 of your heart.

Dedication of the Month:

The month of August is dedicated to The Immaculate Heart 
of Mary. The entire month falls within the liturgical season 
of Ordinary Time, which is represented by the liturgical color 
green. This symbol of hope is the color of the sprouting seed and 
arouses in the faithful the hope of reaping the eternal harvest 
of heaven, especially the hope of a glorious resurrection. It is 
used in the offices and Masses of Ordinary Time.

August is often considered the transitional month in our 
seasonal calendar. It is the time of the year we begin to wind-
down from our summer travels and vacations and prepare for 
Autumn — back to school, fall festivals, harvest time, etc. The 
Church in her holy wisdom has provided a cycle of events in its 
liturgical year which allow the faithful to celebrate the major 
feasts in the life of Christ and Mary. Most notably, during 
August, we celebrate the feast of the Transfiguration (August 
6) and the feast of the Assumption (August 15).

The days of summer have provided a welcome change of 
pace. However, while vacations afford us the time to relax 
and refresh, the change of habits and routines can also have a 
negative impact on our spiritual lives. As if to re-ignite us, the 
Church offers us in the plethora of August feasts vivid examples 
of the virtue of perseverance: six martyrs — two who are named 
in Canon I of the Mass and two who were martyred during World 
War II; seven founders of religious congregations, as well as 
three popes and two kings; the apostle, St. Bartholomew; the 
great Doctor of the Church, St. Augustine and St. Monica, his 
mother; the humble patron saint of parish priests, St. John 
Vianney, and the patron of deacons, St. Lawrence, who joked 
with his executioners while being roasted alive.

It is never too late to begin — as the life of the reformed 
sinner, St. Augustine teaches us — nor too difficult to begin 
again, as demonstrated by the conversion of the martyr, St. 
Teresa Benedicta (Edith Stein). We present-day members of 
the Mystical Body are certain of the reward to which we are 
called, for Christ’s Transfigured body (August 6) is a preview of 
that glory. Moreover, in the Assumption of his Mother (August 
15), Our Lord has demonstrated his fidelity to his promise. 
Her privilege is “the highest fruit of the Redemption” and 
“our consoling assurance of the coming of our final hope — the 
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glorification which is Christ’s” (Enchiridion on Indulgences).
The Blessed Virgin Mary is the most perfect example of 

Christian perseverance, but she is also our advocate in heaven 
where she is crowned Queen of Heaven and Earth (August 
22). Mary is the “Mother of Perpetual Help”, the patroness of 
the Congregation founded by St. Alphonsus Liguori (August 1). 
“No one who has fled to her protection is left unaided” is the 
claim of the Memorare of St. Bernard (August 20). Heretics 
have returned to the faith by the prayers of her Rosary, first 
preached by St. Dominic (August 8) in the twelfth Century, 
and hearts have been converted by the graces received while 
wearing her Miraculous Medal, promoted by St. Maximillian 
Kolbe (August 14) and adopted as the “badge” for the Pious 
Union he founded. Hail, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, 
our sweetness and our hope!

Feasts of the Month:
1. Alphonsus Liguori, Memorial
2. Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Sunday
4. John Vianney, Memorial
5. Dedication of St. Mary Major, Opt. Mem.
6. Transfiguration, Feast
7. Sixtus II and companions; Cajetan, Opt. Mem.
8. Dominic, Memorial
9. Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Sunday
10. Lawrence, Feast
11. Clare of Assisi, Memorial
13. Pontian and Hippolytus, Opt. Mem.
14. Maximilian Kolbe, Memorial
15. Assumption, Solemnity
16. Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Sunday
19. John Eudes; St. Bernard Tolomei, Opt. Mem.
20. Bernard, Memorial
21. Pius X, Sunday
22. Queenship of Mary, Memorial
23. Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time, Sunday
24. Bartholomew, Feast
25. Louis of France; Joseph Calasanz, Opt. Mem.
27. Monica, Memorial
28. Augustine, Memorial
29. Passion of Saint John the Baptist , Memorial
30. Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Sunday
Monthly Prayer Intentions of the Holy

 Father: The Maritime World

We pray for all those who work and live from the sea, 
among them sailors, fishermen and their families.

Following in her footsteps,
you will not go astray:
praying to her,
you will not
fall into despair:
thinking of her you will not err.

While she keeps hold of your hand,
you will not fall …
you will not grow weary …
you will have no fear …
Enjoying her protection,
you will reach the goal.

Recycling Cell Phones and Ink Cartridges ... STOP!
The KC contract with recycling centers has dried up.  We no 
longer have a resource for recycling ink cartridges and cell 
phones.  As we cease this program, we are looking for other 
ways to serve and help Special Olympics of Wisconsin.

No more collecting spent cell phones or emptied ink cartridges!

®



Grand Knight’s Digest
I wanted to take this opportunity to briefly introduce myself. 

My name is Chris Schlegel and I am excited to serve as Grand 
Knight for Council 839!

I joined the Knights of Columbus in November of 2012. For me 
joining the Knights was about looking for a way to be of greater 
service to people and community and to better live my Catholic 
values. For the past 3 years I have served as Deputy Grand Knight 
for the council. Before serving as Deputy Grand Knight, I served 
as an Inside Guard. I felt that it was time to step up and take the 
role of Grand Knight. Please join me in thanking Charlie Peters 
for his 3 years of service to our council as Grand Knight. I also 
want to personally thank him for hi time spent mentoring myself 
in this new role.

My family is from the La Crosse area and I grew up here. I 
went to theLa Crosse Public Schools and graduated from Logan 
Senior High in 1997. Later I graduated with degrees in Physics 
and Engineering from both UW-L and the University of Minnesota. 

Jandt-Fredrickson
Funeral Homes & Crematory

- Woodru! Chapel -
No-Cost Preplanning Consultation

Professionalism and Personalization
3 Additional Convenient Locations

Proudly Serving The Catholic Community
788-3310

4239 Mormon Coulee Rd., La Crosse, WI

Council Notes for August ...
Ø	Like us On Facebook at KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - LA CROSSE. 

Once you “like” us, find a post and share it on your timelines. Let 
prospective members know we are out there.

Ø	Go Green with the Gavel in Your Inbox. There continue to be requests 
from members who wish to receive The Gavel as a PDF file. If you wish 
to receive The Gavel in this form, please send your e-mail address to 
kent.stein@icloud.com. Please use the phrase GO GREEN GAVEL in the 
subject line. We will send you a confirmation upon receipt, and you 
will receive a monthly PDF starting with the next edition. Please also 
indicate whether or not you wish to continue receive the Gavel though 
the mail as well.

Ø	Pray for the Return of Non-Practicing Catholics: Approximately ten 
years ago, Council 839 embarked on a campaign to pray for the return 
of non-practicing Catholics to the Church. At this time, prayer cards can 
be found at the Cathedral and Blessed Sacrament Adoration Chapel. If 
you wish to distribute them, please contact Rich Ciechanowski at 608-
786-1272. Let us keep these prayers ever on our hearts.

Ø	KofC Get Togethers: Unfortunately, KofC get togethers have been 
suspended until further notice due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Ø	Tootsie Roll Campaign: Due to constraints resulting from the COVID-19 
pandemic, the 2020 Tootsie Roll campaign to help people with 
intellectual disabilities will need to be conducted in a nontraditional 
manner. The Council is working hard to develop alternative methods 
for implementing this year’s campaign; here are some of the ideas 
that have been proposed:
¡	Passive Parish fundraising: Place the Tootsie Rolls, collection canister, 

and signage in a location where parishioners can donate and access 
the candy without violating COVID safety guidelines. The best place 
to set this up would probably be where people exit the Church after 
Mass. This will require Knights to be assigned as Tootsie Roll Captains 
at the parish they belong to.

¡	Online fundraising platform: Online donations made through a 
fundraising platform. This could be promoted in Church bulletins 
and on posters that could be put up on community/business bulletin 
boards.

¡	Passive business fundraising: In a similar manner as the Parishes, 
local businesses could display Tootsie Rolls, collection canisters, and 
signage in a location accessible to customers. Businesses potentially 
willing to participate might include small Mom-and-Pop stores, diners, 
groceries, barber shops, etc. Please consider asking local businesses 
to support this worthy cause by setting up a Tootsie Roll station at 
their location.

¡	Solicit businesses directly: Using the Knights of Columbus Corporate 
Donor form, businesses in the area can donate directly to the campaign. 
The Council will begin by soliciting businesses who advertise in our 
Church bulletins.

¡	Free-will offering: The Council is currently in possession of 14 cases 
of Tootsie Rolls that were ordered prior to the outbreak. We usually 
have a surplus of Tootsie Rolls, and this will especially be the situation 
again this year. We will need to move these surplus Tootsie Rolls! A 
case is made up of six 50-count (prewrapped) boxes for a total of 
300 Tootsie Rolls. Please consider taking some of the surplus Tootsie 
Rolls and making a free-will offering to the ID campaign. If you are 
interested in obtaining Tootsie Rolls (in increments of 50), please 
contact James Horman, and let him know how many you would like.

¡	We have until 1 November to execute the campaign and submit 
the proceeds and reports to the State Council. Please contact the 
ID Chairman, James Horman at (608) 518-5676 or jrhorman2000@
gmail.com if you have any inquiries regarding this year’s Intellectual 
Disabilities Campaign.

Ø	Consecration to St. Joseph: On Sunday, July 26, 8 Brother Knights--
Msgr. Matthew Malnar, Erik Johnson, Frederick Ellis, John Keuler, Kent 
Stein, Jay Soldner, Larry Hubert, and Michael Wintheiser--consecrated 
themselves to Saint Joseph after a 33 day journey following the book 
written by Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC. The consecration ceremony took 
place at Roncalli Newman Catholic Church with Council 839 Chaplain 
Fr. Billy Dodge 
presiding. The 
group had met 
weekly on 
Wednesdays 
at Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church 
Leo Hall thanks 
to the kind 
hospitality 
of Pastor Fr. 
Rick Roberts. 
Congratulations 
to these 
Brother Knights 
for taking this important step in this Year of Saint Joseph! Ite ad Joseph! 
Anyone interested in making the Consecration journey to Saint Joseph 
may contact SK Charlie Peters (612-760-6192, cjpeters2011@gmail.com).

Since 1999, I have worked as a software developer and Engineer. 
My personal interests include hiking, camping, and mountaineer-
ing. I have been married to a wonder woman, Heidi, for the last 
14 years. Heidi and I have two children, Madison and Nathan. You 
may have had the chance to meet them since they often come 
and do the tootsie Roll Drive and ring Christmas Bells for the 
Salvation Army with me. My family and I attend Mary Mother of 
the Church where Heidi and I are active in various ministries.

I want to thank you for this great opportunity to serve as 
Grand Knight of the council. I look forward to meeting many of 
you in the months to come.

 Vivat Jesus,

Ch!is Sc"legel
Grand Knight, Council 839
Cell (608) 792-4705; Email: cj_1996@hotmail.com



FULL SERVICE PRINTER
615 ST. CLOUD ST.

LA CROSSE, WI 54603
608-784-2684

Washa
Chiropractic

Clinic
David M. Washa, DC, CCSP

1415 US Hwy 16 • La Crosse, WI 54601
Ph: 608-785-7746 • Fax: 608-782-2938

BLASCHKE & SCHNEIDER
FUNERAL HOMES
1501 West Ave. South, La Crosse, WI 54601
1007 Caledonia St., La Crosse, WI 54603

Ask about our “Complete Concept”
Thoughtfully priced preneed funeral plans

2520 Ward Ave. • La Crosse, WI
(608) 788-0380

Leave a legacy together.
You’ve built your lives together. Now, make sure that your legacy lives

on together. Survivorship Universal Life insurance allows you 
to give back, give gi!s, and pass on estates. 
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Contact me today to learn more:

Gregory Helgerson, FIC
Field Agent

Cell: 608-462-3372
gregory.helgerson@kofc.org

Requiescat en Pacem:
Father Robert Monti, a Knight for 70 years in our 

council, died on June 28th, 2020 at age 90.  He was born in 
La Crosse, grew up in Genoa, and graduated from Aquinas.  He 
joined the Air Force for four years, then attended Loyola in 
Chicago, Loris College in Dubuque, and St. Francis Seminary 
near Milwaukee.  He was ordained May 21, 1961 by Bishop 
Tracy in La Crosse.   He served several parishes in La Crosse 
Diocese before returning to the Air Force in 1962, serving 
at Arlington National Cemetery, The Air Force Academy 
and in Vietnam.  He retired from the Air Force in 1985 as a 
colonel.  He served several more parishes before retiring as 
a senior priest in 1992.  He then returned to Fort Lauderdale, 
FL, visiting occasionally his family in Genoa.  Cancer returned 
to him and he was no longer able to return to Wisconsin due to 
the Corvid 19 restrictions, which also is delaying a memorial 
Mass and celebration of his life.  His family deeply misses him 
as do we in the Knight of Columbus.

Joseph L. Flottmeyer was called peacefully 
home to The Father on July 18, 2020, in his 46th year as a 
Knight.  He was the seventh of eleven children, attended St. 
John Grade School and Aquinas High.  He then went on for 
a Bachelors in Civil Engineering at UW-Platteville.  He and 
‘Peggy’ Margaret were married in 1962. Joe worked 36 years 
for the Wisconsin Dept. of Transportation, most of the time as 
a construction engineer in many projects on I-90 and county 
roads and bridges in the area.  He retired in 1997.  Joe’s 
readiness to volunteer at whatever he was able, his keen sense 
of humor and his very generous disposition, enlightened and 
enriched many projects and meetings in the KCs and in the 
community.  He dearly loved his children and grandchildren, 
following them in their academic, athletic and professional 
pursuits.  He belonged to St. John/St. James Parishes and 
attended daily Mass for as long as he was able.  He is survived 
by Peggy, their seven children and fourteen grandchildren.

Ø	Divine Mercy Chaplet at the Shrine: Rescheduled, see below!
Ø	WI KofC State Bowling Tournament: Postponed until further 

notice.
Ø	Casa Hogar: Council 839 proudly supports Casa Hogar, 

a unique orphanage in Lima, Peru founded by Fr. Joe 
Walijewski. We were delighted to adopt the Guadalupe 
Family last year and now have the pleasure of meeting the 
young ladies--Keymi, Xiomara, Mischell, Valentina, Nicole, 
Maria Paz, Laura, Matilde, & Amarilys--virtually on Monday, 
July 13 prior to our Council meeting. They led the Holy 
Rosary and created beautiful depictions of each of the 
Joyful Mysteries. What a great joy it was for us to meet 
them, to take a tour with Msgr. Joe Hirsch, and to do all this 
through the wonderful organization of Ms. Sarah Sceery. 
God bless the Guadalupe Family!

Ø	Leave No Neighbor Behind: Council 839 continues to take 
this responsibility to heart through volunteering at Salvation 
Army, reaching out to parishioners in need, and praying 
and Zooming the Holy Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 
Please join us! You may contact Past GK Charlie Peters to 
get involved.

Community Notes for August ...

Knight of the Month
Fr. Robert Hegenbarth, among the oldest  pastors in 
La Crosse Diocese, died 6-16-20.  Although he retired 6-30-14, 
he remained prayerfully active until severe illness overcame 
him during the last several months of his life.  He had been an 
active priest for 58 years and the pastor of St. Leo’s Parish, 
West Salem and St. Mary Parish, Bangor for 20 years.  Fr. Bob 
had been a Knight for 50 years and a Sir Knight these past 
24 years. His vocation as a priest saw him offering 5 Masses 
every weekend), quickly responding to calls to the bedside 
of the sick, and drawing people into reconciliation while 
exercising the roles as teacher, leader, shepherd and servant 
so that all who knew him are affected one way or another. 
His records, at retirement time, included 18,600 Masses, 
1,170 Baptisms, 385 Weddings, 335 Funerals, and countless 
confessions, communions and anointings, Although his death 
passed quietly with little fanfare, this was typical of his life, 
quiet and peaceful. His services have, indeed, been many for 
the Divine Master and his beloved parishioners.  Please join 

us in recognizing Fr. Bob Hegenbarth as 839’s Knight of the 

Month this June 2020.
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Council Officers
Grand Knight . . . . .Christopher Schlegel
Dep.Grand Knight  . . . . . . . . . . . . Vacant
Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fr. Billy Dodge
Chancellor  . . . . . . . .Michael Wintheiser
Recorder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kent Stein
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . Jerry Hegenbarth
Lecturer . . . . . . . . Msgr. Matthew Malnar
Advocate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Larry Hubert
Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Howard Olson
Inside Guard . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Znidarsich
Outside Guard . . . . . . . . . . James Hormon
Financial Secretary . . .John Stubler (Retired?)
Trustee 3 yr. . . . . . . . . . . Steve Flottmeyer
Trustee 2 yr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Keuler
Trustee 1 yr. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Terry Stika

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Gregory Helgerson, FIC, Field Agent

 PO 88 / 335 Main St • Union Center, WI 53962
Phone: 608-462-5213 • Cell: 608-462-3372

Fax: 608-298-3616
gregory.helgerson@kofc.org

Assembly Officers
Faithful Navigator . . . . . . . . Gregg Randall
Faithful Scribe . . . . . . . . . . Joe S. Znidarsich
Faithful Comptroller. . . . . . William Jaekel
Faithful Friar . . . . . . . . Msgr. Steven Kachel
Faithful Captain . . . . . . . . . .Charlie Peters
Faithful Admiral . . . . . . . . Richard Lepsch
Faithful Purser . . . . . . . . . . . . Peter G. Tabor
Faithful Pilot . . . . . . . . . .Nicholas Strasser
Inner Sentinel . . . . . . . . . . . Roger Mattson
Outer Sentinel  . . . . . . . . . Alan Lauermann
1 Year Trustee  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Larry Hubert
2 Year Trustee  . . . . . . . . .Allan Schelfhout
3 Year Trustee  . . . . . . . . . . Richard Lepsch
Color Guard Commander . . . . Lloyd Miller
Western District Master . . . . . . . . . Dan Hull

 

Web Sites ... Our Council and Assembly Web sites, 
http://www.kofc839.com  and  http://www.kofc4thdegree1195.com , 
invite you to further check out our newsletters.  You’ll find there the 
Gavel (current and previous months), the Assembly’s Newsletters, and 
many other links and items of interest.  Submission and comments 
should be sent to: Steve Flottmeyer, 2226 Hoeschler Drive, La 
Crosse, WI 54601  email: stephen055@centurytel.net

The Knights of Columbus Mission Statement is to: 1) Provide 
a means by which Catholic Men could support the Catholic 
Church; 2) Provide !nancial protection for their families; 
3) Engage in works or charity to bene!t the less fortunate.

AUGUST 2020        Activity Calendars    SEPTEMBER 2020
 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

 27 28 29 30

3pm
Chaplet
Bill
Antony

3pm
Chaplet
Joe
Znidarsich

3pm
Chaplet
Bill
Jaekel

3pm
Chaplet
Kent
Stein

 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
       1

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

 30 31

3pm
Chaplet
Jay
Soldner

3pm
Chaplet
Michael 
Canan

3pm
Chaplet
Eden
Martinez

3pm
Chaplet
Ron
Graw

®


